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have got the two best sledgers of the whole Expedition
to come with me. Scott has allowed me to have them,
and they are desperately keen to come. . . . 'Neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy.' . . . My own love, I count not
my life dear to myself, but I count it dear to you as I
know well it is. ... Life is a gift that we are to use in
His service, doing what is expected of us at all cost and
at all risks; and this we are doing, thank God, and thank
you, my beloved, for having made it easy and possible
by your courage, and I just honour and worship you
for it as I love you for yourself. ... I don't think
anyone has tried travelling in midwinter before, and yet
as there is no other possible way in the world to do this
particular piece of work, it is up to me to try it. ...
Gapt. Scott hopes I shall bring them back safe and sound
for the Southern Journey. He told me to-day again
that I had the pick of the sledging element and mustn't
get them crocked. . . . Our sledging-bags and clothes
may get so bad that we may have to return very much
earlier than we expect. Still, the thing is worth trying.
To-morrow we start, but you come with me in my heart.
You are all in all to me in this life and in the next.